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A.N.T.I.D.O.T.E by Malorie Blackman 

Book Level 4.5 Word Count 43,794  

It's just your average Friday night. Then the police show up. 
Your mum's been caught on CCTV, breaking into a giant 
chemical company. They say she's working undercover for 
A.N.T.I.D.O.T.E, a group against animal testing - she's not a 
spy - is she? Now she's on the run - and only you can       
uncover the truth. And you've got to crack a code to do it. 

Suggested Reading 
Action and Adventure  

The Castle by Sophia Bennett 

Book Level 4.4 Word Count 82,298 

Peta Jones is an ordinary girl struggling with the 
loss of her father, an ex-army hero who died in 
mysterious circumstances. When she receives 
clues that he may still be alive, she embarks on a 
dangerous rescue across the Mediterranean to a 
clifftop castle, home to an exiled billionaire. Soon 
she discovers that what some people will do for 
money, Peta will do for love. 

The Swiss Family Robinson                             

by Johann David Wyss 

Book Level 2.6  

Word Count 2,245 

In this comic style retelling, 
a family from Switzerland 
is shipwrecked on a       
deserted island, and they 
discover that the island is 
filled with plants and animals they've never 
seen before. Unfortunately, not all of the    
creatures are friendly. 

Amazing Escapes by John Foster 

Book Level 3.0 Word Count 411 

Read the miraculous survival stories from across the 

world of lucky people who escaped dangerous           

situations, such as being bitten by a shark or trapped in 

an avalanche but manage to escape. This inspirational 

book by John Foster is accompanied by real-life photos 

Heaven Eyes by David Almond 

Book Level 3.4 

Word Count 38,235 

Erin and her friend     

January often run away 

from Whitegates care 

home but this time 

they're going down  

river and might never 

come back. Then they 

meet the strange girl, 

Heaven Eyes, who has a secret history only 

Grampa knows. 

Kunkush: The Trust Story of a Refugee Cat                                             

by Marne Ventura 

Book Level 3.8 Word Count 1,692 

This book is the true story of a cat that becomes 

separated from his family when they flee Iraq for 

refuge in Europe. Their reunion will bring tears to 

the coldest heart. 

Cold Tom by Sally Prue 

Book Level 4.4 Word Count 28,345 

Cold Tom finds himself drawn into the human 

world from the Tribe, but the threats facing him in 

the elf world follow him into this new environment, 

leaving him struggling against a double danger. He 

also sees the binding ties that surround humans. 

Race to the Pole                         

by Mike Gould 

Book Level 4.6                    

Word Count 3,101 

In 1911, Robert Scott 

hoped to be the first        

person to reach the South 

Pole, but a Norwegian  

explorer had had the same idea. It would be a 

race to the Pole! 
“Keep Reading. Its one of the most marvellous                                        

adventures that anyone can have.” Lloyd Alexander. 
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SEA by Sarah Driver 

Book Level 5.1 Word Count 63,897 

In the sky, the fire spirits dance and 

ripple. Grandma says they showed 

our Tribe that I’d be a captain, be-

fore I was even born. Ever since Ma 

died, Mouse has looked after her 

little brother, Sparrow, dreaming of 

her destiny as captain of the Huntress. But now Da’s 

missing, Sparrow is in danger, and a deathly cold is 

creeping across Trianukka . . . 

Swallows and Amazons by Arthur Ransome 

Book Level 5.1 Word Count 98,750 

The Walker children - also known as Captain John, Mate   
Susan, Able-Seaman Titty, and Ship's 
Boy Roger - set sail on the Swallow 
and head for Wild Cat Island. There 
they camp under open skies, swim in 
clear water and go fishing for their 
dinner. But their days are disturbed by 
the Blackett sisters, the fierce Amazon 
pirates. The Swallows and Amazons 
decide to battle it out, and so begins a 
summer of unforgettable discoveries 
and incredible adventures. 

Adventures in Wild Space : The Escape by Cavan Scott 

Book Level 4.7 Word 8,565 

When the parents of Milo and Lina Graf 
are abducted by agents of the evil      
Empire, the children must undertake a 
perilous journey across the unknown 
reaches of Wild Space to rescue them – 
and to discover hope for the future. 

The India in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks 

Book Level 4.7 Word Count 49,005  

 This is the magical story of a young 
boy, Omri, who discovers that his 
magic cupboard and key can bring 
toys to life, beginning with a 
secondhand plastic Indian who 
comes to life as Little Bull. 

The World’s Most Daring Stunts       

by Sean McCollum 

Book Level 5.1 Word Count 2,850 

Are you ready for a thrill? Stunt men 

and women have made careers out of 

doing what other people would be ter-

rified to do. Discover some of their 

most daring deeds. Would you have 

what it takes to pull off these insane stunts? 

James Bond by Danny Pearson 

Book Level 4.9 Word Count 1,286 

Meet Bond - James Bond. Take a look 
at the cars, gadgets and villains that 
have made James Bond so famous all 
over the world. 

Great Adventurers by Ann Weil 

Book Level 4.5 Word Count 1,637 

This book describes some of history's  
greatest adventures, including Edmund 
Hillary's journey to Mount Everest in 1953, 
Amelia Earhart's transatlantic flight in 1932 
and Robert Ballard's discovery of the      
Titanic in 1985.   

The Keys to the Kingdom Series by Garth Nix  

Book Level    Word Count various 

Seven days. Seven keys. Seven virtues. Seven sins. One    

mysterious house is the doorway to a very mysterious world, 

where one boy is about to venture and unlock a number of 

fantastical secrets. Arthur is not supposed to be a hero. He is 

supposed to die an early death. But then his life is saved by a 

key shaped like the minute hand of a 

clock. Arthur is safe, but his world is 

not. Along with the key comes a 

plague brought by bizarre creatures 

 

Dark Summer by Ali Sparkes 

Book Level 5.1 Word Count 55,305 

When Eddie gets lost in the caves at Wookey Hole, a strange, pale 
girl called Gwerren appears to help him. But who is she? A ghost?   
A runaway? Discovering the truth changes Eddie's life for ever. 


