
 

  

Principal: Jason Feldwick 

St Augustine Academy, Oakwood Park, Maidstone, ME16 8AE 

Tel:  01622 752490                   

office@saa.woodard.co.uk    www.saa.woodard.co.uk  

 

 
9 July 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians 
  
I hope you and your families are well and looking forward to a less restricted summer holiday. 
I am writing to confirm the structure for the full opening in September.  Additional information 
will be sent next week.  
 
September term starts 
 
The new Year 7 will start on Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th September.  This will allow the new 
Year 7 to have the induction time at the Academy they missed in July. 
 
All other students, from Year 8 to Year 11, will start on Monday 7th September. 
 
All other dates on the published calendar will remain the same. 
 
All students will be expected to start in full uniform and have all the necessary equipment to 
learn. 
 
This includes black and green pens, pencils, pencil sharpeners, rubbers, rulers, compass, 
protractor, scientific calculator. 
 
Later next week we will be publishing our full risk assessment for September opening. 
We are changing the way we operate in September. The changes follow guidance produced 
by the government. 
 
All of our decisions are about balancing the need to teach students a broad curriculum and at 
the same time reduce risk of Covid infection between groups of students and staff.  
 
Key actions:- 
 
Staggered starts.  
A staggered start helps reduce mixing between students of different year groups. It helps 
space out the time that students will arrive and depart from school. 
 
It helps us space out breaks and lunchtimes at school. 
If students can, they should walk or bike to the Academy. If they use public transport they will 
have to use a mask. 
 
For Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 the Academy will open at 8.30am to start lessons at 8.40am. 
The school day will finish at 2.30pm 
 
Year 7 will be allowed to enter the Academy through the main reception in the first few weeks. 
Year 8 and Year 9 will enter the Academy through the top black gates. We will have separate 
entrances and exits for the different year groups. 
 
For Year 10 and Year 11 the Academy will open at 9.30am to start lessons at 9.40am. The 
school day will finish at 3.30pm. 
 
Year 11 students may be offered additional tuition after 3.30pm but this is to be confirmed and 
will not be in place immediately.   



 
I understand the staggered starts maybe a struggle for some families with different aged 
children at the Academy. Please write in if you need your children to arrive at the same time 
as a sibling or stay after their lessons finished while waiting for their sibling.  We can then 
arrange a safe space. 
 
Zones 
 
Each Year group will be given a zone in the Academy.  
 
Within each zone each child will be allocated a classroom. 
 
In Year 7 to Year 10 the majority of lessons will take place in these classrooms. 
We are hoping to run a limited PE programme. 
 
Teachers, not students, will move around the Academy to teach their lessons.  This will allow 
students to remain in their zones and reduce contact between different each groups.  This will 
also reduce the need to clean every room, every lesson, which would not be possible.  In each 
classroom teachers will have an area marked to teach from.  They will not move around the 
class to reduce the risk of viral transmission. 
 
Year 11 students will be allocated a zone and given access to specialised areas to help them 
in their final GCSE year. 
 
We will review every two weeks and if we can give greater access to the specialised rooms for 
other year groups we will do this. 
 
The zones will allow all students to receive a broad and balanced curriculum with the full 
range of specialist teachers and at the same time reduce risk of viral transmission. 
Students will receive individual exercise and text books to help with learning. 
 
Please note there will be no social distancing within each year group and in each class. 
The zones are in place to help create social distancing between year groups. 
 
Break and Lunch 
At break and lunch students will be allocated different outside areas.   They will not be able to 
mix around the Academy outside their year group. 
 
Food 
At break and lunchtime students will be allocated a short time to get food from the canteen.  
The canteen will only be open to serve the food. Students will have to take their food back to 
their allocated zones to eat. 
 
There will be a new card cashless system rather than a fingerprint system. 
 
Students will not be able to top up the card with cash. 
 
Parents will have to use the online pay system. 
 
I would advise that your child is given a packed lunch in the first few days to allow the new 
system to embed. 
  



      

 
Online learning 
Online learning and homework will continue to be set through SHOWBIE and our other 
programmes.  If a group of students have to remain at home due to a COVID infection in their 
class they will be provided with online work. 
 
To help families support their child accessing the online work with an appropriate computer we 
will be offering a new computer lease scheme using an external provider. Further information 
will be provided. 
 
Supporting your child 
Every child is unique.  
 
In September some children will adjust well and enjoy going back to school full time even with 
the zones in place.   
 
A number of children may struggle. Some may have enjoyed their free time and find it hard to 
go back to school. Others may feel anxiety or worry.  
 
Many will miss moving around the school and enjoying the practical subjects. 
 
It is vital in August and throughout the Autumn term, that as parents and guardians, we 
provide positive support to enable our children to relearn the habits of attending school.  
If you need support from our pastoral team please contact the office who will direct you to the 
relevant person. 
 
I hope this overview gives you an understanding of how the Academy will open safely in 
September. 
 
Further details and a full risk assessment will be provided next week. 
  
Kind regards 
 
 
  
Mr Feldwick 
Principal 
 
 

 


