
   
          
 
 
 
 
 
September 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 
 
Re: Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 2019-2020 
 
I am pleased to offer the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award to students in Year 9 and 10 from September 2019. This 
is a nationally recognised qualification which gives young people aged 14-25 the opportunity to develop their skills and 
become more independent. Please find below some useful information, which gives a brief overview of what is 
required for the Award: 
 

 There are four areas to the Award that your child will need to complete. More details can be found on the website 
(www.dofe.org). In brief these areas are as follows: 
 

o Skill: This will be in the form of a hobby/pursuit/interest, e.g. playing a musical instrument, first aid, etc. 
 

o Volunteering: This involves helping within the local community, or other appropriate activities, on a 
voluntary (non-paid) basis. 

 
o Physical: All participants must carry out some form of physical activity and show progression over this 

period. 
 An assessor needs to be found to examine the work of the individual at the end of each section and 

complete an Assessor report as evidence of completing the activity. 
 Your son/daughter will be responsible for arranging the activities for these three sections with advice from, 

and in consultation with, staff. Two of these sections have to be carried out regularly (once a week on 
average) over a period of three months, and the third one is done for six months. 
 

o Expedition: During Enrichment sessions in school, students are given training in map reading, safety 
precautions, camping skills, first aid, route planning and the use of a compass. They will then carry out a 
supervised practice Expedition weekend and a final assessment Expedition weekend. These will take 
place during the summer term. 

 For the Expedition, your son/daughter will be required to provide suitable footwear, a sleeping bag and a 
65 litre rucksack (this is the minimum size of the rucksack, and also the size we would recommend). Most 
equipment is available to borrow – this will be arranged at a later date. 

 

 There is the expectation that students commit fully to this scheme, and they should have completed at least one 
section and be working on the remaining two sections before the final qualifying Expedition takes place in June. 
Failure to do so, persistent non-attendance at training sessions or consistently poor behaviour in school at any 
time, will lead to students being asked to undertake the Expedition at a later date or be withdrawn from the 
Award. 
 

 There is a sign-up fee of £80.00. This covers £22 for enrolment (including admin for the DofE Award), £50 for 
the Expedition fee (which covers campsite fees, costs and additional insurance), and £3 for training resources 
used in school. This fee is non-refundable. 

 

 There will be a small additional cost to hire equipment such as rucksacks and rollmats. Tents and Trangia gas 
stoves will be hired in for each group as part of the £80 cost. 
 

 If your son/daughter receives Free School Meals, or you require financial support, please contact Mr Fishman in 
confidence. The Academy may cover some of the costs, however you would need to pay the remainder. 

 
If your child wishes to enrol on the Award, please read the attached Enrolment Information Pack, then complete and 
return the Enrolment form and medical form.  
 
[Continued on the next page…] 
  



 
 
An Information Evening will be held on Monday 16

th
 September 5-6pm to discuss any questions you may have 

and to allow you to enrol. It is strongly advised that you and your child attend to find out more before 
enrolling for the award. 
No enrolments or payments will be accepted before September as they will not be processed over the summer. 
 
 

 Please complete all details for the students clearly in block capitals on the Enrolment form, including date of 
birth. 
 

 Please include all medical information on the Medical Consent form (including hay fever, allergies, 
medication), as well as at least two emergency contact numbers. 
 

 The forms must be returned to the school office by Friday 4
th

 October 2019, in a sealed envelope and your 
child’s name, mentor group and ‘Bronze DofE 2019-2020’ on the front.  
 

 The full payment of £80.00 should be made through the WisePay online system accessed via the school 
website – if you do not have your details, please email e-payments@saa.woodard.co.uk giving your child’s 
name and mentor group. Your log-in details will then be emailed to you.  
 

 Alternative methods of payment are accepted if you are unable to use the WisePay system – return cash or 
cheque in the same envelope as the enrolment form (please make cheques payable to “St Augustine 
Academy”).  

 

 Payment must be made before enrolment forms are processed. 

I do hope that you can support your child in this exciting opportunity to gain the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. I 
hope that your son/daughter will benefit from this fantastic opportunity, and I look forward to seeing how they rise to 
the challenge and working with them. 
 
Further information will be available on 16

th
 September. If you are unable to attend in person, you are welcome to 

send students along with another family member or with friends to pick up the required information, or please email 
me on the address below and I will send you the information electronically after the meeting. 
 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me directly on the email address below. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Mr A. Fishman,  
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Manager 
afishman@saa.woodard.co.uk 
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