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Welcome to our February Newsletter 
We have lots to think about in February. Sometimes it’s nice to have a different focus sometimes than what surrounds 
you. 
 
National Storytelling Week is 30th January to 6th February. Don’t forget too that all days are for storytelling too!                
Everyone has a story to tell. Your story is the one you know best and as it is only the beginning, the stories you will tell 
Might begin with…Once upon a time or not in my time, not in your time but in someone’s time…
So if you have a story to tell, tell it and if you don’t, find someone to tell you theirs. Enjoy! What is your favourite story? 
Who could you share it with? Why don’t you send a book review to me? 
Charles Dickens Birthday is 7th February. Chapter Two of his book, A Tale of Two Cities, mentions Shooter’s Hill on the 
edge of London. I grew up a few minutes walk from the hill. Between my house and the hill is Shrewsbury Library which 
I used to use. Read more later. Did you know Charles Dickens spent most of his life in Chatham? Watch the video link 
on page two. 
Safer Internet Day is on 9th February. This is something we all want isn’t it? Do you know how to stay safe? 
Chinese New Year begins on 12th February -This year the Chinese Zodiac sign is the Year of the Ox.  Which also hap-
pens to include the year I was born. Celebrations last 16 days! 
Valentine’s Day 14th February. We all know what this is but you can show love to someone all the time by doing little 
things for them everyday. For example, making a cup of tea, tidying up, walking the dog. 
International Book Giving Day on 14th Feb - The aim of the day is to get books into the hands of as many children as 
possible. What book would you give someone and who?  
Pancake Day or Shrove Tuesday is 16th February. This is a day most of us like. What do you like to put on your        
pancakes? 
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My Story: Egyptian Princess                  
by Vince Cross 

Book Level 5.7  

The story of Princess 
Hatshepsut and her 
life at the royal court 
in Thebes. She         
becomes Queen in 
difficult circumstances and has to steer 
Egypt back on course.  

My Story: Lady Jayne Grey by Sue Reid 

Book Level 5.2  

The tragic story of Lady Jane 
Grey, the cousin of Henry 
VIII's young son Edward, 
who is used as a pawn in 
her   family's dangerous 
political schemes.  

My Story: To Kill a Queen by Valerie Wilding 

Book Level 4.6 

The diary of twelve-year-old Kitty Lumsden, 
set in 1580s London. Kitty's brother becomes 
involved in a plot to kill Queen Elizabeth and 
put Mary Queen of Scots on the throne.  

My Story: Berlin Olympics by 
Vince Cross  

Book Level 6.3 

Ellie and Sarah 
dream of           
competing in the 
Berlin Olympics. 
Once there, they 
experience hostility 
towards Sarah, who is Jewish.  

My Story: Pompeii by Sue Reid 

Book Level 4.4 

Claudia, a baker's daughter who lives in   
Pompeii, is worried by the ugly mountain  
Vesuvius that looms over the town, but her 
parents seem unconcerned about her fears.  

 
 
 

My Story: Highway Girl                         
by Valerie Wilding 

Book Level 4.5 

Susannah and her 
brother are orphaned. 
She lives with relatives 
while her brother goes 
to America. When she hears that her 
brother is seriously ill, she becomes a 
highway girl to try and help him.  

My Story: Mill Girl by Sue Reid 

Book Level 5.3 

Eliza wants to become a 
teacher but is pulled out of 
school to take up a job in 
the mill.  
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Charles Dickens was born on 7th February 1812                                                            
at a house in Mile End Terrace, Portsmouth, Hampshire.  

 
Dickensian Medway 

Charles Dickens moved to the area when he was five and spent a happy 
childhood around Chatham. His father, John, a clerk in the Royal Navy pay 
office, was transferred to Chatham Dockyard in 1817. 
Dickens' most impressionable childhood days were spent in Medway and it 
was the place he found inspiration for some of his works' greatest charac-
ters and settings.  Many of the buildings found on Rochester's historic high 
street carry plaques detailing how the author incorporated them into his 
novels.  A gentle stroll around local sites and graveyards will reveal where 
he found the names of many of his characters.   
 
Eastgate House, his childhood home, is a Grade I listed 
building and in the gardens his Swiss Chalet can be 
found. It was a  present to Dickens from his French actor 
friend and used by the author as his study at Gad's Hill 
Place, near Rochester.  Other attractions to visit in   
Rochester associated with the author that feature in his 
work include Restoration House, the Six Poor Travellers 
House and Rochester Cathedral.  
 

Charles died at Gad's Hill on 9 June 1870                                                                  
and was buried in Westminster Abbey, London. 

To learn more about him, watch “Dickens” 
on Vimeo at                                              

https://vimeo.com/131595274  
You may recognise some of the area. 

Here is the beginning of Chapter Two - A Tale of Two Cities which mentions 
Shooter’s Hill where I used to live. This was written in March 1859. 

 
The Mail 
It was the Dover road that lay, on a Friday night late in November, before the 
first of the persons with whom this history has business. The Dover road lay, 
as to him, beyond the Dover mail, as it lumbered up Shooter’s Hill. He walked 
up hill in the mire by the side of the mail, as the rest of the passengers did; 
not because they had the least relish for walking exercise, under the circum-
stances, but because the hill, and the harness, and the mud, and the mail, 
were all so heavy, that the horses had three times already come to a stop, 
besides once drawing the coach across the road, with the mutinous intent of 
taking it back to Blackheath.  

A Christmas Carol                                
by Charles Dickens 

Book Level 6.7 

In this classic story, 
Ebenezer Scrooge 
learns the true 
meaning of            
Christmas after being visited by 
three ghosts.  

David Copperfield                                         
by Charles Dickens 

Book Level 9.5 

Story of the comic     
delights, tender 
warmth, and tragic   
horror of childhood. 
Judged by many to be 
Dickens'  masterpiece because of its                                      
unforgettable characters and incidents.  

Great Expectations                                       
by Charles Dickens 

Book Level 9.2 

A tiny orphan boy 
named Pip acquires a 
mysterious benefactor 
who sponsors him to 
become a gentleman. 
Years later, Pip confronts his past heart-
aches and illusions that his "great      
expectations" have brought upon him.  

Oliver Twist                                                    
by Charles Dickens 

Book Level 6.3 

The tale of an       
orphan who runs 
away from his     
employer, is captured by thieves 
on the London streets and finally 
escapes.  

A Tale of Two Cities 

Book Level 9.7 

It is set in London and Paris prior to and during 
the French Revolution. It tells the story of a 
French Doctor named Manette, who was           
imprisoned in the Bastille in Paris for 18 years  
and then was released to live in London with 
his daughter Lucie, whom he had never met.   

https://www.visitmedway.org/destinations/chatham
https://www.visitmedway.org/attractions/the-historic-dockyard-chatham-2682/
https://www.visitmedway.org/see-and-do/destination-medway/rochester/
https://www.visitmedway.org/attractions/dickens-swiss-chalet-34559/
https://www.visitmedway.org/see-and-do/destination-medway/rochester/
https://www.visitmedway.org/attractions/restoration-house-2421/
https://www.visitmedway.org/attractions/six-poor-travellers-house-2507/
https://www.visitmedway.org/attractions/rochester-cathedral-2437/
https://vimeo.com/131595274
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An internet we trust: exploring reliability in the online world 
 

Safer Internet Day 2021 celebrates the amazing range of information and 
opportunities online, and its potential to inform, connect and inspire us, 
whilst also looking at how young people can separate fact from fiction. 
The campaign focuses on how to decide what to trust online, supporting 
young people to question, challenge and change the online world for the 
better. It will explore how influence, persuasion and manipulation can 
impact young people’s decisions, opinions and what they share online. 
The day will also look at the emotional impact navigating a misleading 
online world can have on young people and why it is important to create a 
supportive, critical and questioning culture online that encourages debate 
and discussion. We want to give young people the skills to support one 
another, and the strategies to spot and speak out against harmful and 
misleading content online. 
 The online world is a great source of information for young people and 
adults alike, and opportunities to research, learn new facts or skills, and 
even broaden viewpoints are extremely important to all internet users. 
The internet is also an important way for young people to build positive 
relationships - to play, interact and share their lives with their peers. As 
they navigate these social spaces, they are constantly making decisions 
about who and what to trust online in the context of playing games      
together and socialising online. Safer Internet Day gives young people the 
chance to build the skills they need to be able to make the best decisions 
as they navigate an online world where everything is not always as it 
seems. 
Everyone is invited to join Safer Internet Day supporters across the globe, 
to help create a better internet on Tuesday, 9th February 2021 and 
throughout the whole year.  

Game Player King                              
by Stan Cullimore 

Book Level 2.5 

Wei invents a        
computer game  that 
his friend, Mike, puts 
on the internet . 

The Worry Website                                                    
by Jacqueline Wilson 

Book Level 4.4  

The Worry Website is a site 
for the primary school   
pupils of Mr Speed. It is an 
opportunity for them to 
write their worries down 
anonymously and then get help with solving 
them from their peers. The book comprises 
seven linked short stories  

https://www.saa.woodard.co.uk/1128/e-safety?search=safe%

20internet  

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet

-day-2021/internet-we-trust-exploring-reliability-online-world  

Millions by Frank Cottrell Boyce  

Book Level 4.4  

Damian and Anthony did-
n't mean to get caught up 
in a botched train robbery. 
But what would you do if a     
massive bag of cash 
dropped from the sky and 
you had only a few days to 
spend it before it became 
worthless? The boys soon 
find out that  being rich is a mug's game. 
Not only is the clock ticking, the bank     
robbers want their money back .  

https://www.saa.woodard.co.uk/1128/e-safety?search=safe%20internet
https://www.saa.woodard.co.uk/1128/e-safety?search=safe%20internet
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2021/internet-we-trust-exploring-reliability-online-world
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2021/internet-we-trust-exploring-reliability-online-world
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Secret Agent Jack Stalwart: The Puzzle of the Missing 
Panda: China by Elizabeth Singer Hunt 
 
Book Level 5.6 
 

A Giant Panda named Ling has            
disappeared. Jack is paired with 16 
year old park assistant named Fong to 
help track the panda down.  Members 
of the evil Scorpion Gang, Fong and 
Wong have been posing as assistants 
to steal Ling. Now Jack must infiltrate 
the ruthless gang's Beijing               
headquarters, overrun with menacing 
teenage thieves, and rescue Ling and the other animals 
before they, and maybe Jack, disappear forever.  

Ancient China  
by John Farman 
 
Book Level 7.3 
 

History in a Hurry is so 
short that there just 
isn't room for any     
boring bits! 
 
All you need to know     
(and a little bit less*)  
about Ancient China.  

1  
The festival date changes every year. This is because it follows the lunar calendar, based on the movement 
of the moon. Usually, it falls on a day between mid-January and mid-February.  
 
It is also called Spring Festival. The festival usually falls after the solar term, Beginning of Spring (Li Chun), 
and is a festival in the spring, hence the name.  
 
Chinese New Year starts a new animal’s zodiac year. In China, each lunar cycle has 60 years and 12 years is 
regarded as a small cycle. Each of the 12 years is defined by an animal sign: Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, 
Snake, Horse, Sheep, Monkey, Rooster, Dog, and Pig. 2021 is the Year of the Ox and 2022 is the Year of the 
Tiger.  
 

The celebration lasts for 15 days until Lantern Festival. The peak time of the entire celebration is on Chinese New Year's Eve and 
the first day of the lunar new year. The 15th day is called Lantern Festival, marking the end of the celebration.   
 
One sixth of the world’s people celebrate it. It is not only celebrated in Mainland China, but also observed in Hong Kong, Taiwan, 
Vietnam, Singapore and some other Asian countries as well as Chinatowns around the world.  
 
Reunion dinner is a ritual. The reunion dinner on Chinese New Year's Eve is a big feast to commemorate the past year. This is the 
most important time to be with families.  
 
All families set off fireworks to celebrate the festival. The biggest firework show is on Lunar New Year's Eve. 
   
The celebration decorations are mostly in red. This is because red in Chinese culture is the symbol of happiness, wealth and   
prosperity, and can ward off evil spirits and bring good luck. These red decorations are to the festival what Christmas trees are to 
Christmas.  
10  
“Guo Nian Hao” is one of the most used greetings. This is like saying “Merry Christmas” to each other on     Christmas Day. It 
means “Happy New Year”.  

https://www.travelchinaguide.com/intro/focus/calendar.htm
https://www.travelchinaguide.com/intro/focus/solar-term.htm
https://www.travelchinaguide.com/essential/holidays/lantern.htm
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International Book Giving Day takes place on 14th        
February each year.  

The aim? To get books into the hands of as many children 
as possible. It is about sharing the love of books!  

 
International Book Giving Day is a 100% volunteer        
initiative aimed at increasing children’s access to and   
enthusiasm for books. 

Most children in developing countries do not own books. 
In the United Kingdom, one-third of children do not own 
books. 

International Book Giving Day’s focus is on encouraging 
people worldwide to give a book to a child on February 
14th.  

We invite individuals to 

1) Gift a book to a friend or family member. 

2) Leave a book somewhere for children to find and read. 

3) Donate a gently used book to a local an organisation    
that distributes used books to children in need                    
internationally. 
Do you have a spare book you could give a friend or 
leave somewhere for someone to find? 
 

If you do this, remember to stay safe. 

A Gift from Winklesea by Helen Cresswell 

Book Level 4.1 

Mary and Dan bring a     
beautiful egg-shaped stone 
with gold lettering home 
from the seaside for their 
mother. But then Mary    
notices that it feels warm to 
the touch, and sure enough, 
one day it hatches.  

Gift of the Gab by Morris Gleitzman 

Book Level 4.7  

It starts off as a normal week 
for Rowena: a car full of 
stewed apples; a police cell; 
a desperate struggle to keep 
Dad off national TV. Then 
her world turns upside 
down, and she discovers 
painful and joyous secrets 
that change her life forever.  

The Gift by Alison Croggan  

Book Level 6.3  

This, the first of the Books of 
Pellinor, maps out a journey 
both through the outer 
world and Maerad's inner 
world as she is guided by 
Cadvan, a bard of the school 
of Lirigon, to leave her life as 
a slave and explore her gifts.  
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What happens on Pancake Day UK? 

It is the day before Ash Wednesday, the start of Lent. ... Traditionally, during Lent, 

people didn't eat rich foods like butter and eggs, so to use them up they 

made pancakes from these ingredients on Shrove Tuesday.                                                 

Another tradition on Pancake Day in the UK is pancake racing. People run in a race 

with a pancake in a pan.  

 
Valentine's Day, or St Valentine's Day, is celebrated every year on 14 February. 
It's the day when people show their affection for another person or people by sending cards, flowers or 
chocolates with messages of love. 
 
Who was St Valentine? 

The day gets its name from a famous saint, but there are several stories of who he was. 
The popular belief about St Valentine is that he was a priest from Rome in the third century AD. 
Emperor Claudius II had banned marriage because he thought married men were bad soldiers. Valentine 
felt this was unfair, so he broke the rules and arranged marriages in secret. When Claudius found out, 
Valentine was thrown in jail. There, he fell in love with the jailer's daughter and when he was taken to be 
killed on 14 February he sent her a love letter signed "from your Valentine". 
 
How did Valentine's Day start? 

The first Valentine's Day was in the year 496! 
 
Having Valentine's Day is a very old tradition, thought to have originated from a Roman festival. The   
Romans had a festival called Lupercalia in the middle of February - officially the start of their springtime. 
 
It's thought that as part of the celebrations, boys drew names of girls from a box. They'd be boyfriend 
and girlfriend during the festival and sometimes they'd get married. Later on, the church wanted to turn 
this festival into a Christian celebration and decided to use it to remember St Valentine too. Gradually, St 
Valentine's name started to be used by people to express their feelings to those they loved.  
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Valentine Joe by Rebecca Stevens 

Book Level 4.5  

Rose goes to Ypres in Belgium 
to visit the graves of those who 
died in WWI. There, the name 
of one boy stays in her mind:  
15-year-old Valentine Joe. That 
night, Rose hears marching and 
when she looks out her        
window, she sees a young     
soldier...  

An Act of Love by Alan Gibbons 

Book Level 3.5  

Childhood friends Chris and Imran 
are inseparable, they are both 7 
years old. But by 2011 their lives 
have taken very different paths. One 
has joined the Army and served in 
Afghanistan, the other is a potential 
jihad recruit. They are no longer 
friends, and there are bitter wounds 
between them which remain        
unhealed. Will their childhood bond 
be strong enough to overcome an extremist plot?  

Queen of Love by Bruce Coville  

Book Level 5.0 

An amulet from a magic 
shop makes a twelve-year
-old girl irresistible to 
boys. To break this spell 
she must solve a puzzle 
involving characters from 
Greek mythology.   

Love and Kisses by Jean Ure  

Book Level 3.8  

Tamsin and Katie were the 
good girls in school. They 
didn't skip homework, bunk 
off school or have              
boyfriends. Well, not until 
Tasmin met Alex. This is a 
story about first love and 
learning to do the right thing.  

Skellig by David Almond  

Book Level 3.5  

An unusual being enters the 
life of Michael, a boy whose 
family has moved into a new 
house and whose baby sister 
is ill. Michael's loneliness 
and isolation lead to a     
special friendship with the 
being called Skellig.  

Dork Diaries Puppy Love by Alan Garner  

Book Level 3.5 

Nikki and her friends       
Brandon, Chloe and Zoey 
team up to hide seven     
puppies from two parents, 
one nosy little sister, an     
entire  middle school and 
one mean girl out for         
revenge.  

I’d Tell you I Love You by Ally Carter  

Book Level 5.9 

As a sophomore at a         
secret spy school and the 
daughter of a former CIA 
operative, Cammie is      
sheltered from "normal 
teenage life" until she meets 
a local boy while on a class 
surveillance mission.  

Love Bites by Jo Cotterill  

Book Level 2.4 

Grace is a vampire, but she's in 
love. In love with a gorgeous 
human, James. Her sister Tara 
says she has to leave James - or 
risk their secret being revealed. 
But Grace is sure James will  
understand. What will happen 
when she tells him her secret?  
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World Thinking Day is a celebration of ten million 
girls worldwide that has taken place on every 
22nd February since 1926. It remains a day for all 
Guides and Girl Scouts to think of each other and 
celebrate their sisters all around the world.  
 
How the celebrations began 
In 1926, Guide and Girl Scout organisations across 
the world met in the USA for the 4th world      
conference. They decided to create a day for 
Guides and Girl Scouts to celebrate being part of 
an international movement. They chose to hold 
the first celebration on the joint birthday of Lord 
Baden-Powell, founder of the scout and guide 
movement, and his wife Olave, who served as 
World Chief Guide. And so, 'Thinking Day' was 
born. 
 
At the 7th world conference in 1932, a Belgian 
representative highlighted that birthdays typically 
involved gifts, and perhaps girls could show their 
thanks on Thinking Day by raising funds for the 
organisation. Olave Baden-Powell wrote a letter 
to all Guides and Girl Scouts asking them to      
donate just a penny – enough to buy a loaf of 
bread in those days – to help fund guiding around 
the world.  
 
The name of the day was changed to 'World 
Thinking Day' at the 30th world conference in 
Dublin in 1999 when a  new name was chosen to 
more clearly emphasise the global nature of the 
celebration. 
 
How we celebrate today 
 
World Thinking Day remains one of the most    
important dates in the guiding calendar, and   
every year the theme of the event encourages 
members to think about the big issues affecting 
them and their global community. Previous World 
Thinking Days have tackled the subjects of       
poverty, gender inequality, environmental        
sustainability and access to education. 

All sorts to make a world by John Agard 

Book Level 4.9 

After a day packed with char-
acters like 3.2-million-year-
old Lucy in the Natural       
History Museum, Shona and 
her dad are on a tube train 
that's stuck in a tunnel and 
everyone around them is   
going crazy.  

The Boy who Biked the World                                  
by Alastair Humphreys 

Book Level 5.3 

Tom really wants to be an      
explorer. He spends his 
schooldays dreaming about 
travelling from Tibet to         
Timbuktu. Then one day a     
private wish blurted out loud 
starts his freewheeling           
adventure.  

Krazy Kow Saves the World by Jeremy Strong 

Book Level 4.4 

Krazy Kow is Jamie Frink's idea - 
a cow superhero. He's trying to 
make a film starring the Kow as 
she battles against the Dark 
Contaminator. But first he has to 
cope with a few little problems, 
like exploding  strawberries and 
rampaging toddlers.  

Wishful Thinking                                     
by Ali Sparkes 

Book Level 4.7 

When Kevin                   
accidentally attracts an 
ancient god, he begins 
to worship him in the 
hope that some of his 
wishes will come true.  
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Dead Famous Albert Einstein by                                     
Dr Mike Goldsmith 

Book Level 7.2  

Even though Einstein is dead, 
he is still full of surprises. Now 
you can get the inside story 
with Albert's lost notebook, 
read the earth-shattering   
headlines in 'The News of the 
Universe' and find out about 
the theories that changed the entire cosmos.  

Dead Famous Isaac Newton by Kjartan Poskitt 

Book Level 7.0  

You've probably heard of Isaac 
Newton. He is dead famous for: 
discovering gravity, being a right 
clever clogs and getting hit on the 
head with an apple. But have you 
heard that Isaac: came bottom of 
the class at school, poked sticks 
in his eye and nearly blinded  
himself and nearly got himself 
executed?  

The Gobsmacking Galaxy                                 
by Kjartan Poskitt 

Book Level 6.6 

This guide gives you         
mind-boggling information 
about our galaxy and           
beyond. It goes on a grand 
tour of the solar system to go   
skiing on Mars and to meet 
the sad creature from Pluto.  

Polar Scientist                                                   
by Emily Shuckburgh 

Book Level 6.3  

This book offers first-hand 
accounts of  being a         
scientist in polar regions, 
discussing what the job   
involves, what skills are 
needed, and how to get 
started.   

Do Cats have Family Trees?                              
by Eve Hartman 

Book Level 4.6  

Readers are introduced to 

Fluffy the cat and learn 

about Fluffy's family tree, 

which will help discover 

how different animals are 

grouped and classified.  

What Happens to the Food we Eat?        
by Eve Hartman 

Book Level 4.7 

Readers will learn how 
the digestive system 
works, the importance of 
different food groups, and 
tips for healthy eating.  

Grim Gross Grisly by Anne Rooney 

Book Level 5.5 

Did you know that an adult hu-
man has two kilograms of skin? 
Or that if you took all the iron in 
the body, you'd be able to make 
a nail? Or that you have as many 
hairs as a chimpanzee? Find out 
just how horrible you are in this 
book of weird and wonderful 
facts about the human body!  

Living Earth by Suzanne Garbe 

Book Level 5.0 

Earth is a dynamic planet full of 
fascinating cycles and physical 
features. This engaging series 
presents accessible science-
based experiments ready for 
use in the classroom or at 
home. Learn how our planet 
functions with easy-to-follow 
text and photos. Discovering 
Earth has never been more fun.  


