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While most people would probably go out of their 
way to avoid extreme snowy weather, the Academy 
has one student who absolutely revels in it!                
Year 11 student, Elizabeth Pragnell, is a very            
accomplished skier and took part part in a European 
Ski Competition in Switzerland in early January 
where she represented the UK. 

She was competing as a member of the UK Under 
16 Women’s category in Ski Cross which is a timed 
racing event with skiers competing with each other 
to race over a course which incorporates all sorts of 
jumps and banked corners and other ‘obstacles’ that 
the skiers have to navigate. 

On the first day, Elizabeth was ranked 3
rd

 but on day 
2, this rose to 2

nd  
place, very narrowly being beaten 

by a Swiss skier. 

Woodard Academies’ Principals visit St Augustine 

St Augustine is part of the Woodard Academies Trust (WAT) which is a network of several  

schools around the country. The Principals of each Academy & members of the WAT senior 

team have met annually at WAT headquarters in London but have now decided to hold their     

meetings at each of the Academies on a rota 

basis. In March, it was the turn of our       

Academy to welcome the team for a day.  

The intention of these meetings is to observe   

lessons in action and gain feedback from the 

team, to reflect on what has been seen and to 

share best practice. The main focus of this 

meeting was on teaching and learning, the 

new rewards system, our Careers programme 

and our ’3 Ps’: Be Prompt, Be Prepared, Be 

Proud. Mr Feldwick stated that “it had been a 

valuable and productive meeting sharing     

ideas with colleagues from other Academies.” 

We all congratulate Elizabeth on her amazing result and look forward to reporting more            
triumphs in the future – well done! 



                    A wonderful production...  

 

 

After two years of no performances, this year they          
returned, starting with Annie!!  

The students were outstanding. A huge percentage had 
never been on stage before but it was also unfortunately 
our final performances from Zac Wells, Madison Miles and 
Paishe-Leigh Cox - three students who have fully        
committed themselves to the arts over the last five years, 
involving themselves in every show. They absolutely 
shone, working incredibly professionally.  

We also saw two Year 7s take on the huge role of Annie; 
Zoe Curry and Stefi Nwite - an unbelievable achievement 
at their age.  

Thank you to all the staff, students, parents and carers that 
came along to see the fantastic work that the students and 
the Performing Arts department put into the shows!  

 



                                          Fundraising   

Nowadays, almost everyone has the odd stash of 1p 
and 2p coins hanging around at home that no-one 
knows what to do with. 

So the Academy decided to set a fun challenge for 
year 10 students - a Copper Challenge - to see which 
Mentor group could bring in the most copper coins .             

Ms Michell's group were the winners with Cameron 
Jeffrey bringing in the most coins. 

The photo shows students holding containers full to 
the brim with every coin that was brought in. The 
amazing amount of coins will be donated to a charity 
of the students choice which is still under discussion. 

Well done and thank you to all who brought in their 
'coppers.’ 

This term, the Year 7 Student Leadership team carried on the fundraising, creating and running 
a zoom quiz night raising money for Demelza. It was great fun and had quite a large audience of 
parents, carers and friends. Thank you for all those who took part in the quiz night. 

Our student leaders/ambassadors in Year 7 were amazing and took it in turns to read our quiz 
questions in a very authoritative and confident manner! 

Thank you and well done to the following students: Matthew Foreman, Lydia Kingsnorth, Jaden 
Matthews and Malena Costa.  We raised over £60 for Demelza. 

In our last newsletter we reported that 
a group of year 11 students (see left) 
had worked very hard to raise money 
for 2 charities, one of which was       
Demelza, which supports families 
who have children with a serious or 
terminal condition. 
 
One of our students, Paishe-Leigh 
Cox had started the fundraising and 
the students’ campaign raised a            
magnificent  £770 for the 2 charities.  
 

And then…. 

COPPER CHALLENGE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Student rewards   

This year, students have been working 
hard collecting ‘Star of the Lesson’ 
awards. Well done to everyone who has 
been awarded a ‘Star of the Lesson’ this 
year so far!                                             
For that lesson you were a hero! 

When students have met the correct 
number of ‘Star of the Lesson’ awards, 
they will get a badge to show the amount 
of Stars that they have been awarded. 

Students are to wear their badge on their 

blazer with pride and to encourage others 

to gain their badges as well. 

25 stars – Orange Star 

50 stars – Green Star 

100 stars – Purple Star 

150 stars – Blue Star 

200 – Red Star 

250 – Silver Star 

350 – Gold Star 

Beyond the Gold Star award badge, there are           
additional special prizes for students who show even 
more effort and commitment to their studies. 

This endeavour culminates in the award each term of 
an iPad to one student in each year group.  

The Principals of other Woodard Academies (in the 
photo above)  were present at our Year 10 assembly 
at the end of this term and witnessed an utterly       
delighted Jack Bobbett receive his prize! 

Very well done Jack! 

The chart on the right  

shows the numbers of 

badges awarded since 

September 2021. 



Two of our students have just had 

their artwork selected to be part of 

the Maidstone Young Artist Award 

exhibition to be held at Maidstone 

Museum from Saturday 30 April  

until Saturday 9 July 2022. 

Violet Brooks (year 9) and 

Aimee Williams (year 8) both   

received an email to say that the 

Museum was delighted with 

their artwork and look forward to 

being able to display the pieces. 

          Art Competition  

The two pieces of artwork are shown on 

the left with Aimee's showing 'Beach 

Huts at Whitstable' whilst Violet had   

illustrated 'Leeds Castle.' 

The judging of the artworks will be done 

by the Museum's four judges led by 

Lord Sackville of Knole House in      

Sevenoaks.  

This will take place just before the    

preview of the exhibition on Friday 29 

April where the prizes will be awarded 

and their family and friends a chance to 

enjoy the exhibition. 

Huge congratulations to our 2 students 

and we're all looking forward to the    

results of the judging in April. 



                        Wonderful Book Week! 

As usual, it was a fun time this term with lots of        
activities in the Library, all promoting the joy of    
reading. Here are our highlights: 

A Murder Mystery with books organised by Miss   
Paterson had Dylan Moore playing the super sleuth 
who was super speedy in solving the clues. 

Guessing the staff pets, all whom were reading!
There was quite a selection with dogs, cats, rabbits, 
hamsters, a lizard, a parrot and Shaun the Sheep.  

Bex Hogan, the author, did a lovely video       
message just for our Academy students. 

YouTube has some fun parodies from Mentor time  
including M C Grammar. Mentor Groups could also 
join in the A-Z Book quiz as a team. 

The Scavenger Hunt around the buildings searching 
for book clues, was very popular and everyone who 
completed it correctly received a cake. 

The Mad Hatter Tea Party on Friday was a reward 
for students who were invited by a Golden Ticket. 

The Cake Sale was so popular that it carried over for 
2 days! Thank you to everyone who donated cakes. 

Then there was the huge Bruce Bogtrotter Chocolate 
Cake. Guess the weight for 20p and you’d have been 
in for a chance of winning an Amazon voucher. 

There were even more activities to join in -  Making a 
journal, Guess the book quote, Folded story  
characters and the emoji quiz. 

And finally, thank  you to the many staff who dressed up as a book character on Friday! 



                                                  Visits  

MATHS CAMP 

In the run up to exams, Ms Dean and Mrs Robinson organised a weekend stay at Carroty Wood 
for Year 11 students to have intensive Maths revision and tutoring. Year 11s were developing 
their understanding and revising key topics as part of their Maths GCSE..  

Later on, as rewards for the hard work they put into each of their sessions, students went on to 
complete the high and low rope challenges, as well as bush craft and swimming! 

Thank you to all staff that attended and supported the students, as well as to all the students that 
attended as well! 

ARMY VISIT 

This term, Year 10 and 11 students got to work 
on their team skills during a visit from the British 
Army Outreach team.  

Students worked together to solve a range of 
practical challenges. They did really well and 
solved every problem. Some were greatly      
inspired by the opportunities they were     
shown within the armed forces. 



                                                Visits  

Ms Michell reports: “As part of the year 8         
curriculum we study The Great War, aka World 
War One. Due to covid, we have not been able to 
take any of the students out and about so this trip 
was particularly special as it was the first time 
many of the students in year 8 had been on a 
school trip.  This was evident with the squeals of 
delight when the shiny double decker coach with 
kitchen and loo turned up!  
 
We took them to The Kent County Show Ground 
in Detling, where Andrew Robertshaw from Time 
Team fame, and his team of super Historians from 
the Centre for Experimental  Archaeology(CEMA), 
have built a trench system based on a real life 
Western Front Trench.  The chaps at CEMA are 
so good at this stuff that that were the guys who 
did the set for the films 1917 and War Horse.   

The students were blown away by how 
real the trenches were right down the 
placement of a tin cup for a brew.   
 
We can show films, read book, draw 
maps and discuss trenches in class but 
nothing will show our students what life 
was really like more than taking them 
down into a real life trench replica with 
live actors & ex-Army specialist giving 
the most superb commentary narration.  
 
Not only did the students get a snippet 
of trench life, they also had humorous 
and engaging mini lectures on 
‘Medicine’ on the Western Front’, given 
by Mr Robertshaw whose own grandad 
was a WW1 veteran. With an array of 
excellent primary sources, which he was 
more than happy for the students to 
pass around, again the action of doing 
and seeing helped solidify the students 
learning even more. 

Students were also given truly interesting talks 
and shows on ‘Dressing Tommy’ and ‘The 
Homefront’ which again helped inspire a love 
of learning and a reality which far outweighed 
how some of the students could access     
learning in the classroom. 
 

 
We very much look forward to taking the next 
set of year 8s here and can see it becoming a 
yearly venture.   
 
Well done Andrew and Team and a special 
well-done to 8 Beech, 8 Cedar and 8 Elder for 
absolutely exemplary behaviour, inquisitive atti-
tudes and positive vibes the entire day.  Good 
for you!” 



   Outside organisations visit the Academy 

                 

St Augustine Academy has a long association with the        
National Citizen Service (NCS) which is a voluntary personal 
and social development programme for 16–17 year olds in 
England, funded largely by money from the UK Government. 

A few years ago, the Academy was awarded the NCS     
Champion School Award in recognition for actively       
encouraging students to take part in the programme and for 
the greatest percentage of students graduating from the     
programme out of all the schools in Maidstone.    

Recently, the Academy was fortunate to 
have Georgia Coles from The ‘Paper Birds 
Theatre Company’ in to school to do a   
workshop with our students. 

The students looked at using Verbatim     
Theatre as a technique which uses their own 
words and thoughts to create theatre.   

A selection of Year 10 & 11 GCSE students 
were involved and everyone created some 
really interesting and thought-provoking   
performances 

Last term, NCS came in to meet with Year 11 to launch their Summer Programme, which 
provides students with experiences and engagements that support them with their future. 
NCS provides student with employability opportunities and chances to build their skills ready 
for future employment. 

After an introduction by the 2 NCS presenters, our students watched a short video and were 
then encouraged to complete a short form to express their interest in taking part this       
summer. So far, 46 students have returned forms which is very encouraging.  

Watch this space for updates! 



                              Calm in the ARC 

“Each week in Mindfulness Lessons we meditate 

for two minutes, focussing on one sense and one 

sense alone whilst we try to keep their minds   

silent.  

We carry out different relaxation techniques 

whilst talking about scenarios from the previous 

week where we may have felt tense or anxious 

and how to manage that feeling using mindful-

ness in future. 

Then we have a look at a poem or written piece 

which gives us pause for thought. The words are 

calming and thought-provoking and can spark 

interesting debates.  

Last week we read an acrostic poem which 

spelled out Mindfulness and this inspired us to 

write our own Mindfulness poem thinking of 

things which help us to feel calm and grounded.  

We often finish with Mindfulness colouring whilst 
listening to some calming music.” 

Mrs Kedge reports:  

”In the ARC, year 8  students, Abbie Dryland 

and Alexander Watson, have been studying 

Mindfulness. 



On a second occasion, Year 7    
students received another visit 
from the ‘Good News for You’ 
Maidstone organisation during 
which they were given a talk and 
each student was offered a copy of 
the New Testament.  

These were the first opportunities 
for the organisation to be able to 
visit us in a while due to covid     
restrictions, so it was lovely to 
have this opportunity for the      
students to meet them. 

The RE department welcomed Jackie Grant to do a special session in our Chapel for some 
year 7 and year 8 students.  

She spoke about the Baha’i Faith and the students read aloud some lovely quotes from the 
Bible and other religious texts. The session focused on Love and the students wrote words 
associated with this inside a heart, which they then decorated.  

Jackie was extremely impressed with the students and enjoyed her visit to Academy. This is 
one of the quotes that was read: Corinthians 13:13: “And now these three remain: faith, hope 
and love.” 

                    ‘Good News’ organisation 



 

                                Sport  

 
Rugby 

Term 3 saw the return of school Rugby following the pan-
demic as we entered teams from all year groups into the 
Maidstone Inter Schools Rugby Championship. These were 
hotly contested tournaments with teams from all local sec-
ondaries at the grounds of Aylesford Bulls Rugby Club. 

All teams played in preliminary rounds before challenging 
for the Premiership or Championship titles. I am immensely proud to report that 4 out of 5 
teams from each year group successfully claimed the Championship titles which now sit proud-
ly in our trophy cabinet in PE. Also, is out of approximately 50 students who represented SAA 
in these fixtures, only 4 students have ever had experience of playing Rugby at club level. To 
be successful in these tournaments with such little experience is a huge achievement. The 
boys also represented themselves and the school impeccably and can be incredibly proud of 
themselves. 

We now turn our attentions to developing the first Girls Rugby with the ambition to change the 
way schools view Girls Rugby and to inspire a new generation of girls to take up the game reg-
ularly. We now regularly see 12 girls from year 7, 8 and 9 join us every Tuesday for training – 2 
of which have now taken up club Rugby at Aylesford Bulls. 

Table Tennis 

We have just entered a team into the Maid-
stone Schools Table Tennis Tournament held 
at Maplesden Noakes School. As well as  
showcasing the depth of sporting ability we 
have, it was a great competition which saw    
us again victorious and again representing the 
school to the highest degree.  

 

 

Basketball 

Year 11s, Alessandro Rispoli, Mathew                                                                                    

Wenham, Harvey Board, Dennis Saard and                                                                

Nicholas Burden competed in two games                                                                           

against Maidstone Grammar and Oakwood                                                                                     

Park Grammar sixth form sides, putting in                                                           

respectable performances in both.  
 

Handball 

We were due to enter the Maidstone District Handball Tournament at Maplesden 

Noakes entering teams for U13s (Year 7&8) and U15s (Year 9 &10) for both girls 

and boys. However a rise in covid cases postponed the tournament until next 

term. 
 

Volleyball  

We were also due to compete in a Volleyball tournament this week with a U13s 
(Year 7&8) and U15s (Year 9 &10) mixed boys and girls teams. The increase in 
covid cases also postponed this until next term. 



                                Sport  

 

Football 

The year 7 boys played their district cup semi-final at home against St Simon Stock and fell to a 
3-1 defeat after a valiant display. There were fantastic performances from Rafael Rincon & 
Ciaran Laws  

 

The year 7 girls competed in a 6-a-side tournament at Maplesden Noakes winning 2, drawing 2 
and losing 2. The team consisted of Macey White, Iyla Saul, Niamh Wise, Emily Ticehust,    
Kayla Nuamah-Kutin, Shemi Daramola and Tanesha Mitchell. Tanesha Mitchell and Shemi 
Daramola were amongst the goal scorers for St Augustine, the highlight being a superb 
free kick from Tanesha.  

 

The year 7 & 8 girls participated in the Maidstone Girls Premiership Cup after qualifying in 3
rd

 
place last term. The girls needed to finish in the top 2 in order to qualify for the final at Maid-
stone United’s Gallagher Stadium.  

The squad included Alice Tribe, Emily Ticehurst, Lily-Ella Morris, Lacey Shepherd, Ruby 
Sykes, Tally Manser, Tanesha Mitchell, Sophie Muir, Tillie Elkington and Shemi Daramola. 
These girls have performed fantastically well all year and have unfortunately just missed out on 
a place in the final.  

 

The year 9 girls travelled away to Walderslade Girls in an evenly contested game. Diya        

Maheshwaran popped up to score the winner to give St Augustine the win.                     

Lily-Ella Morris (yr8) was player of the match after a superb defensive display against 

girls a year older than her.   

 

The year 10 boys also fell to our neighbours, St Simon Stock, in a 1-0 defeat in their district cup 

semi-final. The boys battled well despite a thin squad due to injuries to other members of the 

squad. They were unlucky not to take the game to penalties after a late chance went narrowly 

wide. New student Jack Ceely impressed on his first game in goal for St Augustine.  

 



                             Instrumental lessons 

 
The Music Department is looking to expand on individual 
instrumental music lessons. These lessons are a great 
opportunity for your child to learn an instrument on a 1 to 
1 basis, develop their creativity and learn a lifelong skill.  
 
‘We Teach Music’ are a well renowned provider of instru-
mental tuition across Kent and are able to provide Vocal, 
Guitar, Bass, Drum and Keyboard Lesson. If your child would like to learn an instrument then 
please send Mr Beharrell an email at abeharrell@saa.woodard.co.uk to discuss options and/or 
for further information.  
 
These lessons will be taught during the school day and run on a rolling timetable so the       
students do not miss the same school lesson each week. ‘We Teach Music’ liaise directly with 
parents to organise timetables and termly invoices as well as providing reports on students 
progress week by week.  

Currently these lessons cost £19 per 30 minute lesson. (Please speak to Mr Beharrell if you 
require financial assistance).  

       GCSE Design Technology 

Year 10 DT students have been producing 

some amazing scale models as part of their 

exam coursework.   

The class has been working in groups of 3 

or 4 on different parts of these architectural 

models.  

To improve their modelling skills and use of 

scales, they have made these ‘marques’ to 

their own design which show each of the 

buildings which make up the St  Augustine 

Academy campus.  

mailto:abeharrell@saa.woodard.co.uk


                                                  Focus on Food  

Students have been delighted 

to have been able to get back 

to making ‘real food’ in their 

Hospitality and Catering       

lessons and the results have 

been amazing.  

A picture speaks a thousand 

words so here are the results 

from Year 7, with their melon 

drinking receptacles to exam 

level dishes from Year 11 with 

every item made completely 

from scratch. Enjoy! 



        

   Academy  

   information   

Contact details 
 
Main reception:  

01622  752490 
 
Attendance:  

attendance@saa.woodard.co.uk 
 
Academy website: 

www. saa.woodard.co.uk              

              Last but definitely not least... 

We would like to congratulate to the 64 students who 

have achieved 100% attendance so far in this school 

year - Well done!  

214 achieved 100% in Term 3 

319 achieved 100% in Term 4 

At the end of terms 2,4 & 6, there is a prize draw for 

an Amazon voucher for 100% attendance students. 

Young people who regularly miss school without good 

reason are more likely to become disaffected, to      

underachieve in lessons and exams, and to become    

involved in anti-social behaviour,  

 Please will all parents / guardians ensure that 

they ring the Academy before 9.30am on 01622 

752490 if their child is ill or unable to attend 

school for any reason.  

 If we are not advised of a reason for absence, it 

can be marked as unauthorised. If a student   

receives 5 or more unauthorised absences, a 

Penalty Fine Notice can be issued. 

 Regular attendance is vital for success at school 

Year 7, 8 and 9 – Gates Open 08:20am and registers are taken at 08:30am 

Year 10 and 11 – Gates Open 09:20 and registers are taken at 09:30am  

  We ask your support in ensuring your child arrives promptly to school each day.   


