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Facts about different countries 
 
Australia: 
 

 
 

Australia is in Oceania, a large country; it is the 6th largest country in 
the world. An island continent, it lies between the Indian Ocean and 
the South Pacific Ocean.  
 

Population of Australia 

The population of Australia is 22,507,617 (Jul 2014 estimate). It is the 

52nd largest population in the world. Australia is a very large country 

with a relatively low population. In fact there are only five countries in 

the world with a lower population density.   

 

Land area 
Australia covers an area of 7,741,220 sq km. It is slightly smaller than 
the US mainland. It is four times the size of Indonesia and Mexico.  It 
is the largest country entirely in the southern hemisphere and the 
largest country without any land borders. 
 

Languages of Australia 

Australia does not have an official language however English is 

spoken by 77% of the population and used as a national language. 

The next most spoken language is Mandarin spoken by 1.6% of the 

population. 

 

Capital city of Australia 
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The capital city of Australia is Canberra, which has a population 

381,488 people living in the metropolitan area. This makes it the 8th 

largest city in Australia. 

 
Climate 
Australia's large size gives it a wide variety of landscapes from the 
tropical rainforests in the north to the temperate landscapes in the 
south and the desert in between. Australia is the only continent in the 
world not to have glaciers.  

 
 

Flag of Australia 
The flag of Australia has the Union flag in its top left hand corner and 
the Southern Cross constellation of stars located on its right hand 
side. The last element that makes up the flag of Australia is the 
Commonwealth star, which sits underneath the Union flag.  

 

National day 

Australia celebrates Australia Day every year on the 26th January. It 

recognises the date of the founding of the first European settlement 

in Sydney. 

 

 
 

Japan 

 
 
Japan is in Eastern Asia. It is an island chain between the North 
Pacific Ocean and the Sea of Japan, east of the Korean Peninsula. 



 
Flag of Japan.  
The national flag of Japan is a white rectangular flag with a large red 
disk (representing the sun) in the center. This flag is officially called 

Nisshōki (日章旗?, "sun-mark flag") in Japanese, but is more 

commonly known as Hinomaru (日の丸?, "circle of the sun"). 

 

 
 

Capital city of Japan 
The capital city of Japan is Tokyo, which has a population 
37,135,000 people in the Tokyo built up area. This makes it the 
largest city in the world. 
 
Land Area 

Covers an area of 377,930 sq km. (145,920 sq. miles) 

62nd largest country in the world. Roughly the same size as 

Germany or Zimbabwe. Japan is half the size as Chile and twice as 

big as Syria. 
 

 
Climate 

It varies from tropical in the south to cool temperate in north. Winters 

are cold with heavy snowfall in the mountains in the north. Summers 

are long, hot and sunny. 
Fertile soil, warm temperatures and plenty of rain mean that Japan is 
a country rich in vegetation as can be seen here in this bamboo 
forest. 

 

Long life 

The Japanese people enjoy the second highest life longevity in the 

world. Their healthy diet which contains a lot of fish is often held up 

as one of the reasons that Japanese people enjoy such long life.  

  

Life expectancy for males is:   81.4 years and for females is:   88.3 

years 
Population of Japan 

The population of Japan is 127,253,075 (July 2013 estimate). It is the 

10th largest population in the world. Japan has 335 people per 



square km making it the 40th most densely populated country in the 

world. 

 

 
Mount Fuji is the tallest mountain in Japan. At 3,776 metres tall it 
poses a challenging climb for those that wish to climb it. It is an active 
volcano. 

 

 

India 

 
 

 
India is in south Asia, a large country, it is the 7th largest country in 
the world. It borders with 7 other countries. They are: Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Burma, China, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

 
The population of India is 1,240,340,000 (Feb 2014 estimate). It is 
the 2nd largest population in the world. One in every six people in the 
world live in India. It is 31st most densely populated country in the 
world.  
India covers an area of 3,287,263 sq km sq km. It is roughly one third 
the size of America or China. Twice as big as Iran or Mongolia and 
ten times as big as Malaysia or Norway. 

 



There are 14 official languages of India with Hindi, Bengali, Telugu 
and Marathi being the most widely spoken.  

 
The capital city of India is New Delhi, which has a population 
21,753,000 people living in the metropolitan area. This makes it the 
3rd largest city in the world. 
 
The flag has three equal horizontal bands of saffron (top), white, and 
green, with a blue chakra (24-spoked wheel) centred in the white 
band. The saffron represents courage, sacrifice, and the spirit of 
renunciation; the white signifies purity and truth whilst the green 
stands for faith and fertility; the blue chakra symbolizes the wheel of 
life in movement and death in stagnation 

 
Being a large sub-continent as India is, it enjoys a wide range of 
climates from tropical monsoon in the south to temperate in the north 
and dry desert like in the north-west. India is home to the wettest 
place on earth.  

 

53% of India is cultivatable land and farming forms a large part of the 

economy. See below for India's largest crops in 2012. 

  

1   Rice                          $40.8 billion 

2   Milk (Buffalo)     $26.3 billion 

3   Milk (Cow)             $16.8 billion 

4   Wheat                     $14.3 billion 

5   Sugar cane           $10.6 billion 

6   Mangos                    $9.1 billion 

7   Cotton                      $7.6 billion 

8   Potatoes                 $7.1 billion 

9   Bananas                  $7.0 billion 

10   Tomatoes            $6.5 billion 
 
 

 
 
 



Tasks: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use an Atlas: 
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Aust r al ian Geogr aphy 

Can you find these Australian cities in this word search? 
Sydney,  Melbourne,  Brisbane,  Perth,  Adelaide,  Gold Coast, 

Newcastle,  Canberra,  Sunshine Coast,  Wollongong, 
Hobart,  Geelong,  Townsville,  Cairns,  Darwin,  Toowoomba, 

Ballarat,  Bendigo,  Launceston,  Albury, 
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Japan: 
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