
Welcome to St Augustine Academy!



Join our virtual tour…

We hope that this video will give you a flavour of our 

ethos and facilities and, together with all the other 

information on our website, will enable your family to 

decide that St Augustine Academy is the right choice for 

your child’s next important step in life.



A family atmosphere

Since becoming an Academy in a new building, our student numbers have increased each year and 

we’re nearly at full capacity. That means that we have the advantages of a big school – superb facilities 

- and the ability of a smaller school to really know and care for each of our students as individuals.



Chapters and Mentors

On joining the Academy, each student becomes a member of a Chapter: Faith, Hope or Charity, each 

distinguished by a different colour tie. Within the Chapter, students are also part of a Mentor group. 

This is a mixed age group including students from years 7 - 11 who meet with their staff Mentor every 

morning for 20 minutes. Weekly Chapter assemblies and inter-Chapter competitions and events 

introduce a bit of friendly rivalry!



Space for learning

Classrooms are light, bright and airy, providing a calm 

place to learn. Subject rooms and displays of student  

work are grouped together in corridors or buildings. 



Food for thought

Through the Wisepay app, the Academy enables parents/carers to pay for trips, food from the Canteen, 

some items of uniform and other things which saves your child having to bring money into the Academy 

and makes life less stressful for yourselves. We’ll pop into the Canteen….

It’s open from 8.15am so 

students can meet for 

breakfast & at lunchtime. 

They can buy lunch or 

eat their packed lunches 

here or outside in the 

summer at one of the 

many picnic tables.



Core subjects

In Maths, English and Science, students are put into different ‘sets’ to ensure 

students are working at their optimum level. This means that class sizes in these 

subjects will vary with some students sitting with a Learning Support Assistant in 

class to gain maximum benefit from the lesson. 

During their school career, students may move sets – up or down – depending on 

how they are coping with different parts of the curriculum.



We want all our students to succeed

Learning Support Assistants (LSAs) support various students in their lessons and there are also Maths

and English tutors who work separately with small groups of 2 – 4 students who might need extra help 

and support with individual topics.

Combine this with our 

Learning Support Unit 

(LSU) and Homework 

Club and we do 

everything to ensure 

students get every 

possible help and 

support to learn and 

progress to the best of 

their ability.



Science

Science facilities at the Academy are superb – we have 5 very well equipped labs which ensure that 

Science is a very ‘hands on’ practical subject. Our Principal & Vice Principal are not stuck in an office 

all day but are still teaching members of staff – both scientists – so they have their fingers on the pulse 

of what is going on on a daily basis within the Academy.



English

There is a whole building with 6 classrooms, all devoted 

to English. In our 2 Ofsted visits in 2014 and 2018, the 

Academy was deemed to be ‘Good’ with English 

teaching noted as being ‘very strong.’

We’ll visit our 

fantastic 

Library next!



You can never have too many books!

Our Library is just superb! We use the Accelerated Reader 

scheme which lets students improve their reading skills at a steady 

pace without being put off reading by trying a book that is too 

difficult for them. We also celebrate World Book Week every year 

with an amazing array of events including students and staff 

dressing as a book character – and lots of cakes for sale!
just a corner of the Library…



Our values

St Augustine Academy is a school for people or all faiths and none. Our ethos promotes all the values 

that everyone would agree with such as respect, tolerance, being kind to others, helping those in need 

and striving to do well both in lessons and as a person. 



The Chapel

Our Chapel is a focal point for activities and celebrations throughout the 

year whether they be Christmas, Easter, Eid or Diwali. Each year, it is set 

out as a Reflection Space for a week with activities designed to make 

students think about how they can be more aware and caring. Year 7 

students can also use this space at break and lunchtimes when they join 

the Academy to meet friends, play                                                      

board and card games or just to chat.



Learning with others

St Augustine Academy has links with many other education 

establishments in Kent including those which train future teachers.     

We regularly work with colleges and universities: their students will 

present a series of lessons or a project at the Academy and our 

students will visit them to take part in seminars, lectures and exciting 

learning experiences that broaden their learning.



Become a performer

Performing Arts includes Music, Drama and Dance, all of which can be 

studied to GCSE level. Each year, staff and students put on a major musical 

production, a dance and vocal show and several other events. The standard 

of performance is very high and shows are eagerly anticipated. 



Prepare real food

Hospitality & Catering is a very important subject on the Academy’s curriculum and students start 

learning about it in year 7. Not only do students learn about nutrition, but they prepare, create and cook 

incredible dishes not just in lessons but also catering for events held at the Academy. Exam results 

have seen a 100% pass rate in the last 2 years.



Let’s visit the other Academy buildings

The outside area between the 2 

main parts of the Academy site is the 

multi-use games area (MUGA). This 

is used for PE lessons as well as 

being a games area at break and 

lunchtimes. It leads us to the West 

Block which is home to the rest of 

the practical subjects.

The English block is seen here on 

the left with the West Block in the 

distance. Beyond it can be seen the 

pointed roof of the PE Block.



Exciting Enrichment

Enrichment is timetabled for Friday afternoons and gives students the chance each term to choose a 

different ‘non-curriculum’ activity. The choice includes some activities that take place off the Academy 

premises such as horse-riding. One very popular choice has its own room in the West Block – weightlifting! 

This is also a very popular after-school club and several students have won medals at national 

competitions.



The Academy is also an accredited centre for the Duke of 

Edinburgh Awards Scheme. This is a valuable opportunity 

for students to develop essential skills for life and work 

which are also especially valued by employers. 



We value practical subjects

Also in this block is the huge 

Art room, a very well 

equipped Mac suite and 

Geography and French and 

Spanish classrooms. It’s also 

home to Resistant Materials.



PSHE and Health & Social care 

lessons take place here – a very 

popular choice for students 

wanting to work in the ‘caring’ 

professions such as nursing or 

midwifery.



Thinking beyond school

Business is a new, exciting 

and highly popular subject 

area which prepares 

students for careers in 

many different professions 

as well as for life in 

general. 

Year 10 students  undertake a 

Work Experience placement 

in term 6 and all Year 11 

students have expert 

comprehensive guidance from 

our Careers advisor and 

visiting specialists.



Sport for all

The PE block and Sports Hall are used for lessons which can be 

taken up to GCSE & BTEC exam level where students also learn 

about anatomy and nutrition. Facilities include the very large 

Sports Hall, a fitness suite and extensive playing fields which are 

situated across the road opposite the Academy. 



It doesn’t end here…

This brief virtual tour can only give you a small flavour of life at St Augustine Academy but you are now 

able to book a place on a tour of the Academy. However, do make sure that you also take a look at the 

rest of our website and if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ring the Academy on 01622 

752490 or email vthomas@saa.woodard.co.uk and we’ll find the answer for you.

Our tours are now taking place in the morning from 

Monday to Friday. 

Please scan the QR code on 

the right to take you to the

booking page


