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1. Rationale 
 

This policy statement has been produced to provide a coherent framework from 
which all departments can develop a consistent and effective approach for pupils 

of all ages and levels of ability. 
 
Homework is seen as one of the principal ways in which pupil achievement can 

be raised.  The benefits of doing homework must be instilled at an early age in 
all pupils, so that independent/home study becomes routine. The aim of this 

policy document is therefore to: 
 

 enable pupils to understand that independent learning is vital to achieving 

success 
 give every pupil the opportunity to fulfil their potential 

 instil in all pupils the importance of life-long learning 
 provide training for students in planning & organising time 
 promote a responsibility for learning within each pupil 

 
For homework to be effective it has to be stimulating and challenging whilst 

being supported through the quality of the teaching and learning occurring in a 
classroom. 

 
2. Purposes of Homework 

 

There are various reasons for setting homework, examples of which are: 
 

 to encourage and develop self-discipline, study habits and a range of skill  
 planning and organising time 
 to allow reinforcing, extending and consolidating of work done in class 

 to give pupils experience of working on their own, and to develop in pupils 
a sense  

 of responsibility and commitment to their own learning 
 to involve parents/carers as partners in education 
 to prepare for test/examinations 

 to further challenge and extend gifted and talented children. 
 to provide focused and sustained support for less able pupils 

  



 

 

3. Principles Underlying Homework Policy 
 

 
Students must take full responsibility for their homework and should be 
supported by their parents/carers. 

 
Homework should be issued in appropriate quantities, and completion dates 

should be both clear and reasonable, taking account of home environment 
and extracurricular activities of pupils, including family and cultural 

obligations. 
 

Homework should be a carefully planned and an integral part of course work. 

 
It should not be seen as an “add-on” or a dispensable extra. 

 
Homework should match the needs and abilities of pupils. 

 

Homework should promote opportunities for consolidation and extension. 
 

Homework is related to current work and where possible is stimulating and 
challenging. 

 

Pupils should be adequately prepared for the completion of tasks set i.e. they 
are not to complete homework where the topic has not been covered in class. 

 
Homework should involve all members of each year group. 
 

Homework will be set from all subjects being studied at year 9 and above.  
Year 7 and 8 students will receive homework from the core areas of English, 

Maths, Science, Modern Languages and Humanities. 
 

 

4. School Practice 
Senior Leadership Team 

SLT must ensure that the development of homework programmes in 
departments is monitored and evaluated over a term. 
 

SLT must ensure, in co-operation with Teaching Staff that a programme of 
Study Skills is developed: 

 
 within PSHE 
 within Mentor time 

 across the curriculum 
 through Supported Study 

 
The SLT will take responsibility for informing parents of the whole school 

homework policy in St Augustine Academy.  
 
The SLT will inform parents of: 



 
 the aims of the homework policy 

 the use of SIMS Learning Gateway and SIMS APP. 
 how best they can support their child’s study 

 
Departments 
Departments should include within departmental handbooks, brief statements of 

departmental homework policy, based on whole school principles and practice. 
 

Departments must plan, prepare and implement realistic and manageable 
programmes of homework, maintain accurate records within SIMS Learning 
Gateway of completion and non-completion of homework. Where appropriate the 

Teaching Staff will make mention of homework when reporting to parents. 
 

The Lead Teacher must ensure that: 
 the whole school policy is embedded firmly in departmental provision 
 regular monitoring and review of departmental provision takes place 

 teachers keep up to date records of assessment and homework 
completed. 

 
Teachers 

 
Class Teachers should issue and monitor regularly, homework undertaken by 
pupils whilst ensuring that instructions are stated clearly. Teachers should also 

ensure that all homework issued is recorded within SIMS Learning Gateway and 
by all pupils. Teachers must record the completion of homework on the due 

date.   
 
Where homework is handed in late this will not be recorded within SIMS 

Learning Gateway.   
 

If a student fails to hand homework in after 2 weeks appropriate sanctions and 
contact with parents should be made.  However this does NOT need to be 
entered on the SIM Learning Gateway (these will remain as red). 

 
 

5. The Role of Parents/Carers 
See Appendix A for information and the handout given to all parents/carers. 

6. The Role of Pupils 

 
At every stage, pupils should be encouraged to recognise the value of 

homework, and made fully aware of its capacity to improve learning. 
 
Pupils are responsible for completion of homework to the best of their ability and 

on time. 
 

Pupil should be encouraged to plan their programmes of study, to ensure that 
their workload is as evenly spread as possible. 

 
Pupils should be encouraged to seek appropriate support to ensure that they are 
able to complete tasks set for homework. 



 
Pupils must record all homework tasks and ensure that they are handed in on 

time. 

7. Monitoring and Evaluation 
 

A continuous process of monitoring the effectiveness of the Homework Policy will 
be carried out by Senior Leadership Team. 

 
SLT members will regularly check the setting and completion of homework on 
SIMS Learning Gateway. 

 
A whole school evaluation of the effectiveness of the policy will be carried out 

regularly. This should involve consultation with staff and a sample of parents and 
pupils. Where further good practice is identified, this will be shared across the 
school. 

 
8. Failure to Complete Homework 

 
Any system to ensure the completion of homework must ultimately involve 
working in partnership with parents/carers and the pupils involved. 

 
The following system should be used to ensure a consistency of approach across 

all departments once the class teacher has exhausted all his/her powers of 
persuasion: 
 

1. Teaching staff will offer an extended deadline to students failing to hand in 
their homework on the completion date. 

 
2. If the student fails to hand the work in by the extended deadline a learning 

detention will be set to enable the student to complete this work. 
 

3.  If a student fails to hand in homework 3 or more times, the Teacher(s) will 

then request the issue of a standard homework letter (see Appendix B) 
 

4. If completion of homework becomes an ongoing issue, then a referral should 
be made to the appropriate Chapter Director of Learning who will intervene.  

 

This will involve writing or phoning the home and speaking to parents/carers. 
The outcome of this intervention will be passed back to the Lead teacher of  

subject and class teacher. If the Chapter Director of Learning fails to resolve the 
issue the matter should be escalated to the Head of Chapter. 
 

It is not the Academy Policy to issue discipline exercises for non-completion of 
Homework.  Pupils will be invited to attend learning club sessions as a 

supportive measure. 
 

 

 



 

Appendix A 

 
 

Checklist for Helping Your Child with Homework 
 
 

 
Show you think Education and Homework are important: 

 set a regular time every day for homework 
 ensure your child has paper, books, pencils and other things needed to do 

assignments 
 set a good example by reading and writing yourself 
 stay in touch with your child’s teacher 

 
Monitor assignments: 

 do you know what your child’s homework assignments are? how long 
should they take? 

 do you know how the teacher wants you to be involved? 

 do you see that assignments are started and completed? 
 do you read the teacher’s comments on assignments that are returned? 

 is tv viewing cutting into your child’s homework time? 
 do you check your child’s homework diary on a regular basis? 

 

Provide guidance: 
 understand and respect your child’s style of learning 

 does he work better alone or with someone else? Does he learn best when 
he can see things, hear them, or handle them? 

 help your child to get organised. Does your child need a calendar or 

assignment book or a bag for books and a folder for papers? 
 encourage your child to develop good study habits (e.g. scheduling 

enough time for big assignments; making up practice tests) 
 do you talk with your child about homework assignments? Does she 

understand them? 

 do you and your child talk about plagiarism and its consequences 
 

Talk with someone at school when problems come up: 
 if a problem comes up, do you contact the teacher? 
 do you cooperate with the Guidance teacher and your child to work out a 

plan and schedule to fix homework problems? 
 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Appendix B 

 
Homework Letter (Teacher) 

 
Dear 
 

 
I am writing to inform you that _______________ has failed to complete and 

return homework that was issued to the class. 
 
St Augustine Academy values homework as it allows students to revise and 

further develop their understanding of subjects at home. This will ultimately lead 
to greater success in all subject areas. 

 
I am sure that I can rely on your help in ensuring that ______________ 
attempts and returns all future homework exercises. 

 
Please sign the tear-off slip below to acknowledge receipt of this letter. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Yours sincerely 
Class Teacher 

Tear here and return 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

- - - - - - 
Parent/carer’s receipt: 

I have received your note about the failure to complete homework and will 
ensure that, in future, it is completed and returned to the class teacher on time. 
 

 
 

Parent/carer’s signature____________________ Date___________ 
Pupils name_____________________________ Mentor Group______ 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 


